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John P. Clay and the Clay Sanskrit Library

Manuscript and Text Cultures is published in collaboration with the
Digital Clay Sanskrit Library (eCSL).

The Clay Sanskrit Library (www.claysanskritlibrary.org) is a book series
initiated by John P. Clay covering a wide spectrum of Classical Sanskrit
literature spanning two millennia. Today, the list of published volumes
encompasses fifty-six works. Bound in the convenient pocket size
(4.5"x6.5") in an elegant design, each work features the original Sanskrit
text in transliterated Roman letters on the left-hand page with its
English translation on the facing page.

John P. Clay’s vision came to life in the late 1990s, when he began to put
the people and resources together for what would become the Clay
Sanskrit Library. Since the publication of the first volume in 2005, fifty-
six volumes have been published. The selection represents the richness
and wide variety of Sanskrit literature, covering works of drama, poetry,
satire, and novels, as well as the two famous epics, the Mahabbirata and
the Ramdyana.

The Clay Sanskrit Library titles are in the process of conversion to
digital format at the Digital Clay Sanskrit Library (eCSL). In eCSL, the
editions retain the facing page translations and they provide additional
search and navigation features, thus making it an immediate and
practical platform especially to students of Sanskrit. Visit the website of
eCSL for more details: www.claysanskritlibrary.org/eCSL.


http://www.claysanskritlibrary.org/eCSL
http://www.claysanskritlibrary.org/eCSL
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Bodleian Library MS. Sansk. e. 13 (R) (Or.long.D.49). The demon
Ravana abducted Riama’s wife Sita and brought her as captive to his city
Lanka. Rima’s adventures to rescue her are narrated in the Ramdayana,
the epic poem by the Valmiki that still enjoys enormous popularity in
South and Southeast Asia. The miniature shown here is taken from a
nineteenth-century illuminated scroll of the Addhyatmarimayana, a
medieval version of the tale of Rama. In the foreground of the roundel,
Riama and his brother Laksmana are depicted showering the demon
Ravana with arrows during the battle to free Sita.
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Bhatti’s Poem: The Death of Ravana (Skt. Ravanavadha)

qdl SEEERENE: Fg: UT=-iHar |
ST &Y feenenasiad, |

ANSHAd, E BIFEITIINECTE |
TR f&fgw:
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tato "kusnad Dasagrivah kruddhah pranan van’jaukasam

agopayac ca raksimsi dida$ ¢’ Arin abhajayat.
gopay ksamsi d jay

alokayat sa Kakutstham adhrsnod, ghoram adhvanat,
dhanur abhramayad bhimam abhisayata vidvisah.

askandal Laksmanam banair atyakramac ca tam drutam,

Ramam abhyadravaj jisnur askunac* ¢’ ésulvrstibhih.

apauhad banalvarsam tad bhallai Ramo nirakulah,

ratyaskunod dasalgrivam $arair asilvis’|6pamaih.
p Sa|g 1 S |op :
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Written in seventh-century South India, Bbatti’s poem is both a lyrical
account of Rama’s deeds as well as a treasury of grammatical and
rhetorical illustrations for learners. Its most beautiful passages rank
alongside the finest poetry in the Sanskrit tradition.

Then Révana enraged tore out the lives of the monkeys
and guarded his demons and scattered his enemies to the
horizons.

He saw Rama and attacked; he sounded a roar, wielded his
fearful bow and terrified the enemy.

He attacked Likshmana with arrows and quickly overpow-
ered him, he charged triumphantly at Rama and enveloped
him in showers of arrows.

Rama unfazed by missiles repelled that arrow shower: in
response he covered Rdvana with arrows like poisonous
snakes.

Ravanavadha, 17.80-83, translated by Oliver Fallon

(from Bhatti’s Poem: The Death of Ravana, Clay Sanskrit Library, p. 402-3;
eCSL volume 1 in alphabetical order)
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© Illustration Copyright of Robert Beer, from The Encyclopedia of
Tibetan Symbols and Motifs, Shambhala Publications, USA.
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