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John P. Clay and the Clay Sanskrit Library
Manuscript and Text Cultures is published in collaboration with the 
Digital Clay Sanskrit Library (eCSL).

The Clay Sanskrit Library (www.claysanskritlibrary.org) is a book series 
initiated by John P. Clay covering a wide spectrum of Classical Sanskrit 
literature spanning two millennia. Today, the list of published volumes 
encompasses fifty-six works. Bound in the convenient pocket size 
(4.5″×6.5″) in an elegant design, each work features the original Sanskrit 
text in transliterated Roman letters on the left-hand page with its 
English translation on the facing page.

John P. Clay’s vision came to life in the late 1990s, when he began to put 
the people and resources together for what would become the Clay 
Sanskrit Library. Since the publication of the first volume in 2005, fifty-
six volumes have been published. The selection represents the richness 
and wide variety of Sanskrit literature, covering works of drama, poetry, 
satire, and novels, as well as the two famous epics, the Mahābhārata and 
the Rāmāyaṇa.

The Clay Sanskrit Library titles are in the process of conversion to 
digital format at the Digital Clay Sanskrit Library (eCSL). In eCSL, the 
editions retain the facing page translations and they provide additional 
search and navigation features, thus making it an immediate and 
practical platform especially to students of Sanskrit. Visit the website of 
eCSL for more details:  www.claysanskritlibrary.org/eCSL.

http://www.claysanskritlibrary.org/eCSL
http://www.claysanskritlibrary.org/eCSL
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Bodleian  Library  MS.  Sansk.  e.  13  (R)  (Or.long.D.49).  The  demon 
Rāvaṇa abducted Rāma’s wife Sītā and brought her as captive to his city 
Laṅkā. Rāma’s adventures to rescue her are narrated in the Rāmāyaṇa, 
the epic poem by the Valmīki that still enjoys enormous popularity in 
South and Southeast Asia. The miniature shown here is taken from a 
nineteenth-century  illuminated  scroll  of  the  Adhyātmarāmāyaṇa,  a 
medieval version of the tale of Rāma. In the foreground of the roundel, 
Rāma and  his  brother  Lakṣmaṇa  are  depicted  showering  the  demon 
Rāvaṇa with arrows during the battle to free Sītā.
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Bhaṭṭi’s Poem: The Death of Rāvaṇa (Skt. Rāvaṇavadha)

ततो ऽकुष्णाद्दशग्रीवः क्रुद्धः प्राणान्वनौकसाम्  ।
अगोपायच्च रक्षांसि दिशश्चारीनभाजयत्  ॥ 
 
आलोकयत्  स काकुत्स्थमधृष्णोद्घोरमध्वनत्  ।
धनु रभ्रमयद्भीममभीषयत विद्विषः ॥
 
आस्कन्दल्लक्ष्मणं बानै रत्यक्रामच्  च तं द्रुतम्  ।
राममभ्यद्रवज्जिष्णुरस्कुनाच्  चे षु वृष्टिभिः ॥ 
 
अपौहद्  बाणवर्षं तद्भल्लै रामो निराकुलः ।
प्रत्यस्कुनोद्दषग्रीवं शरैराशीविषोपमैः  ॥
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Written in seventh-century South India, Bhaṭṭi’s poem is both a lyrical  
account of Rāma’s deeds as well as a treasury of grammatical and  
rhetorical illustrations for learners. Its most beautiful passages rank  
alongside the finest poetry in the Sanskrit tradition.

Rāvaṇavadha, 17.80-83, translated by Oliver Fallon
(from Bhaṭṭi’s Poem: The Death of Rāvaṇa, Clay Sanskrit Library, p. 402-3;

eCSL volume 1 in alphabetical order)
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© Illustration Copyright of Robert Beer, from The Encyclopedia of 
Tibetan Symbols and Motifs, Shambhala Publications, USA.
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